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There Is No 
Superior Race; 
Only Superior 
Opportunity 


Many scientific tests have demon- 
strated there is no basis for the 
theory of intellectual superiority of one 
race over another. Some interesting 
evidence on this point of capacity to 
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learn was furnished by the figures on 
draft rejections in World War II. 

Talmadge, Rankin, et al., will have a 
difficult time trying to explain the facts 
in the chart below. What they show, 
of course, is not that Northern Negroes 
are more intelligent than Southern 
whites. What they show is that the 
general level of education in the low- 
income South is so low that even the 
children of the more favored white 
group do not have as good an opportu- 
nity to develop as do all groups in the 
more prosperous states. And they show 
that what counts is not the mythical 
racial traits imagined by a Hitler or a 
Rankin, but the opportunity a com- 
munity gives its children through edu- 
cation. 
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Thus the difference in favor of the white 
institutions increased by 13%, instead of 
being decreased, during the period 1930-44, 





Source. Journal of Negro Education, Census Reports 





| Southern Patriot Chart. 








The chart above applies to the states maintaining separate schools 
by law. See opposite page for the results of this exclusion of Negroes 


from professional schools. 
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IN THE 17 STATES AND 


Professions in Proportion to the Population 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WHERE SEPARATE SCHOOLS ARE MAINTAINED BY LAW 





DOCTORS White 


1 to every 843 
of the white population 


Proportionately 


Range 








1 to every 4,409 
of the Negro population 


5 times as many 
white doctors in 
proportion to white 
population as Negro 
doctors in proportion 
to Negro population 


From Almost Twice 
As Many in 
Missouri to 22 
Times as Many in 
Mississippi 





DENTISTS 


1 to every 2,795 





ie 


1 to every 12,101 


4 times as many 
white dentists 


From a Little 
Over Twice As 
Many in D C, to 
13 Times As Many 
in Mississippt 





PHARMACISTS 


] to every 1,714 





ie 


1 to every 22,815 


13 times as many 
white pharmacists 


From Twice As 
Many in Delaware 
to 5 Times As 
Many in 
Mississippi 





1 to every 702 





1 to every 24,997 


35 times as many 
white lawyers 


5 Times As Many 
in West Virginia 

to 420 Times As 
Many in Mississippi 





SOCIAL 
WORKERS 


1 to every 2,654 





‘1 to every 11,537 


4 times as many 
white social workers 


1.28 More Negro 
Social Workers in 
Mo to 40 Times 

As Many White in 
Miss. (The only in- 
stance where Negroes 
outnumber whites.) 





ENGINEERS 


] to every 644 














1 to every 130,700 





202 times as many 
white engineers 





42 Times As Many in 


Oklahoma to Almost 900 


Times As Many in South 
Carolina. No Negro 
Engineers Were Reported 
at All From Delaware 
and Florida 





Source Journal of Negro Education, Census Reports 











Southern Patriot Chart 








This chart shows the appalling result of closing the 
doors of professional schools to Negroes. In 13 South- 
ern states there is not one school supported by public 
funds to educate Negro doctors or dentists. In Louisi- 
ana there is only one Negro doctor to every 8,000 
persons. The normal number would be one to every 


800. The poor health of the Negro population is a 


natural consequence of the lack of medical care. The 
mortality rate for Negroes is 30 to 40 percent higher 
than for whites; and the average life expectancy is 
10 to 12 years less than for whites. The entire pop- 
ulation, white and colored, suffers from this situation. 


for disease and germs observe no color line. 
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These laughing kids are Americans. 

Will they continue to laugh when they 
learn the harsh truth that they must start life 
with two strikes against them? 

That is the score if by an accident of birth 
they live in the Nation’s capital or in one 
of the 17 states where separate schools for 
the Negro and white populations are required 
by law. 

They will receive an education roughly one- 
fourth that given to white kids in the same 
communities. 


The Nation maintains this dual school sys- 
tem at a heavy price. 

These Negro kids pay in humiliation, 
thwarted ambition, frustrated lives. 

The white population pays in lower living 
standards generally. With 40 percent of the 
Nation’s children and less than 20 percent of 
she Nation’s tax-paying wealth, the South can- 
not afford even one school system, on a par 
with that of the national average. The strug- 
gle to maintain two separate and parallel 
systems means that both are penalized. 





The entire community suffers the loss of 
thousands of creative citizens. The services 
of lawyers, doctors, scientists, artists, social 
workers and technicians are lost because 
there are no profesional schools to give them 


training. 


Obsessed with its “race problem” the com- 


munity is unable to harness its energies in a 


joint campaign to improve the health, hous- 
ing, education, industry, agriculture and gen- 
eral living standards. 


But the physical and monetary loss is in- 
significant compared to the damage done to 
the cultural and spiritual life. A community 


that gives lip service to the ideals of equality, 
freedom and universal brotherhood, yet con- 
dones a set of human relationships that daily 
deny these ideals cannot possibly enjoy a 
healthy and stable mental life. A commun- 
ity, like an individual, cannot live with a big 
lie without serious phychological results and 
inevitable spiritual decay. 
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LEGAL STATUS OF 
SEPARATE SCHOOLS 


Southern governors are studying the 
question of regional graduate schools 
for Negroes. A committee is to study 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville, 
Tennessee, as a possible regional center 
for medical students. Action by the 
governors follows legal steps taken re- 
cently in Texas, Louisiana, South Caro- 
lina and Oklahoma to compel state uni- 
versities to accept Negroes in the law 
and medical colleges. 


There is some question as to whether 
such regional racial schools violate the 
decision of the United States Supreme 
Court in the Gaines Case. This case, 
decided in 1938, involved a petition for 
a writ of mandamus to compel the Uni- 
versity of Missouri to accept a Negro 
in its law school. The question was 
whether, pending the establishment of 
a separate law school for Negroes, out- 
of-state scholarship aid satisfied the 
“equal protection of the laws” guaran- 
teed by the 14th amendment. The 
Supreme Court ruled that “in the ab- 
sence of other and proper provision for 
his legal training within the state”, the 
petitioner was entitled to be admitted 
to the state university. 


What the decision would have been 
if a separate school had existed in the 
state, we do not know. 


As a result of the Gaines case, Sou- 
thern states are faced with the dilemma 
of admitting Negroes to white institu- 
tions or setting up costly parallel facili- 
ties within the state. 


In a similar case University of Mary- 
land v. Murray, decided in 1935, the 
state Court of Appeals of Maryland 
ruled that in the absence of equal fa- 
cilities elsewhere in the state, the Uni- 
versity of Maryland must admit Ne- 
groes to its law school. The Court re- 
jected the argument that out-of-state 
aid furnished such equal facilities, be- 
cause of the added travelling expense 
and the lack of opportunity to study the 
details of state law within the state. 
Also rejected by the court was the ar- 
gument that proper relief would be to 
compel the state to provide a separate 
law school for the excluded race, on the 
ground that there was no authorization 
therefor and no official agency to estab- 


lish such a school. The case was not 
appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court. 


About 20 Negroes are now studying 
at the University of Maryland law 


school. In the decade since that deci- 
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sion, there have been no unfavorable 
results from the new policy. 


Recently Johns Hopkins University 
has announced its willingness to receive 
Negroes in its graduate school. 


It should be noted that in the Gaines 
Case the Supreme Court did not rule 
on the constitutionality of segregated 
schools as such. Competent authorities 
are of the opinion that the Court has 
never faced this issue squarely. It prob- 
ably will have that opportunity within 
the year when one or more of the pend- 
ing cases involving graduate and pro- 
fessional facilities probably will reach 
the Court. 


Most important among the pending 


—Courtesy Atlanta Urban League 


cases, and no doubt the most important 
case involving segregation in education 
ever to be tried is the Sweatt v. Painter 
Case. In May 1947 a Texas trial court 
dismissed for a second time the Negro’s 
mandamus petition to gain admission to 
the University of Texas Law School. 
Testimony in the case included several 
expert witnesses who presented evi- 
dence that it is not possible for a 
Negro to receive in a separate school 
opportunities for a legal education, 
equal or even substantially equal to 
those now available to white students 
in Texas.* 


*For a printed copy of the appeal brief, 
write to Mr. Thurgood Marshall, Special Coun- 
sel, National Association for the Advancement 


’ of Colored People, 20 West 40 Street, New 


York City. 
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Is This Democracy 
In Education? 


In 1944-45 Alabama spent $56.31 per 
white pupil and $22.85 per Negro pupil. 
The value of school property per pupil 
enrolled was $143 for white and $29 for 
Negro. Awyerage salaries of white ele- 
mentary teachers was $1,031 and $639 
for Negro teachers; average salaries of 
high school teachers were $1,340 white, 
$858 Negro. The state appropriated 
$3,754,414 for higher education for 
whites and $285,238 for Negroes. If 
the amount granted for Negroes had 
been in proportion to their percent of 
the population the state would have ap- 
propriated $944,252.75, or four times 
the amount actually received. 


Louisiana in 1944-45 spent $30.10 per 
Negro pupil enrolled, against $100.10 
for white. Negroes received 17.6% of 
the total spent, although they comprise 
36% of the population. Negro teachers 
received an average of $810.98; white 
$1,683.23. Of the white children en- 
rolled, 34.9% were transported; 3.6% 
Negro. Public kindergartens were pro- 
vided by only one parish and one city 
system for white children; none for Ne- 
groes. No trade schools were provided 
for Negroes; 10 for whites costing more 
than one-half million dollars. Expen- 
ditures on higher education for Negroes 
was 6.4% of the total, $502,616 and 
$7,727,807. 


Mississippi in 1944-45 had 2,015 one- 
room, one-teacher, Negro schools, 62.2% 
of the total, against 105 for whites. More 
than one-third of the Negro schools, 1,- 
428, were housed in churches, tenant 
houses or any other type of building 


* 





Negroes 


A Comparison of the Average (Median) 
Expenditure per Classroom 


in the 31 states which de not maintain separate 
scheols for whites and Negroes 

and in the 17 states and the District of Columbia 
which maintain separate schools for whites and 


SEVENTEEN STATES AND 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


31 States 
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Source: American Councd on Edacation Report 





available. $45.79 per white pupil was 
spent, against $10.10 for Negroes. 
White schools run for 8 months; Negro 
schools 6 months. White teachers re- 
ceive (1946-47) $900; Negroes $465. 


Atlanta, Ga., in 1941-42 spent $37.80 
per Negro pupil and $108.70 per white 
pupil. 120 of the 155 Negro teachers 
in elementary schools taught in “double 
sessions’. None of the 612 white teach- 
ers taught in double sessions. As a re- 


Percentages of Adult Illiterates 


25 years old or over 


sult of this double session Negro chil- 
dren were taught only 3% hours daily 
or less, a loss of 2% school years during 
the child’s first 6 years in school. 


In spite of the double session sys- 
tem, Negro schools were overcrowded 
with an average of 40 students in each 
class, 11 more students than were 
taught per teacher in the white elemen- 
tary schools. 


There were 1.4 books per pupil in the 
Negro high school libraries against 6.5 
books per white pupil. The city pro- 
vided a dental correction clinic in the 
City Hall for needy white children. No 
similar provision was made for Negro 
children. 





We are indebted to Dr. Charles 
H. Thompson, Editor, The Journal 
of Negro Education, for permis- 
sion to make use of much of the 
statistical material appearing in 
the Summer Issue, 1947, “The 
Availability of Education in the 
Negro Separate School.’”’ We com- 
mend this publication to our read- 
ers for additional data. The price 
is $1.00. Address: Howard Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C. 
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THE CASE AGAINST 
SEGREGATED SCHOOLS 


Segregation has no rational basis. 


In America a slave-holding class 
that gave lip service to democracy 
and Christianity made an uneasy 
peace with its conscience by per- 
suading itself that intellectually 
and spiritually the Negro slaves 
were inferior to their white mas- 
ters. Segregation became the sym- 
bol of inferiority and served con- 
veniently to remove some of the 
moral reproach of crass exploita- 
tion. 

Thus segregated schools have an 
historical explanation but no ra- 
tional basis today. 


“Separate and Equal’ 


The 14th Amendment to the 
Constitution guarantees equal pro- 
tection of our laws to everyone. 
Advocates of segregated schools 
claim that this protection is met by 
providing “separate and equal” 
facilities. These pages present 
convincing proof that there is 
nothing approaching equality or 
even substantial equality in our 
segregated schools. 


They never can be equal. 


Even if physical parity were 
achieved equality would not exist. 
The value of a law degree, for ex- 
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ample, rests in part upon the value 
it has in the eyes of the community. 
And the community does not re- 
gard a degree from a small sep- 
arate Negro school as highly as it 
does the same degree from a large 
state university with a long legal 
tradition and thousands of distin- 
guished alumni. 


Progress toward equality. 


Gratifying progress has been 
made, it is true, especially in teach- 
ers’ salaries and length of school 
term, the former due primarily to 
legal cases brought by the NAACP. 
But in the basic matter of capital 
investment and transportation so 
important in rural schools, it would 
take 25 years at the present rate of 
progress for Negro schools to reach 
the point where the white schools 
are now, and perhaps 100 years 
to reach parity. 


The purpose of education. 


If the purpose of our schools is 
merely to perpetuate narrow, tra- 
ditional patterns of thinking and 
acting, then our segregated schools 
are good enough. But if the pur- 
pose of our schools is to substitute 
scientific attitudes for prejudice 
and to educate for a new world, for 
one world based on our rich heri- 
tage of freedom, equality and 
brotherhood, then clearly segrega- 
tion is out of place. Segregated 
schools cannot educate for an in- 
tegrated world. 


The International Problem 


The United States today is bid- 
ding with Russia for leadership in 
a world of 2,000 million colored 
and 700 million white persons. Will 
the teeming millions of such dark- 
skinned countries as India, China, 
Korea, be impressed by either the 
politics or the religion of a nation 
that grants to its pigmented popu- 
lation only a second-class citizen- 
ship, as against a nation that in 
25 years wiped out all racial dis- 
crimination? 


The Religious Problem 


Discrimination is practiced 
against the Negroes in the South, 
against Spanish-Americans in the 
Southwest, against the Jews in the 


medical colleges of the North. Such 
segregation, wherever found, 
makes a mockery of the Christian 
religion based on the universal 
brotherhood of mankind and faith 
in one God who judges men by 
what is in their hearts and not by 
the pigment in their skins. Stu- 
dents seeing their parents tolerate 
such schools without protest are 
forced to adopt a cynical attitude 
toward the religion of their elders. 

There can be little doubt that the 
Supreme Court sooner or later will 
declare segregation itself unconsti- 
tutional. When it does, all who 
love America, who love the South 
and who love their fellowmen will 
say “Amen’”’. 


Regional Schools the Next Step? 


Regional professional schools for 
Negroes are not the next step be- 
cause they are a backward step. 
They are not advocated in the 
first place by educators to solve an 
educational problem in a reason- 
able and ethical manner but by 
politicians as an escape from an 
embarrassing dilemma created by 
the Gaines decision. 


A device to circumvent the Con- 
stitution and the Supreme Court, 
that violates the Charter of the 
United Nations and precepts of the 
Christian religion cannot be ac- 
ceptable to a law-abiding, freedom- 
loving people. 

Instead of regional schools, the 
next step should be the opening of 
all professional schools NOW to all 
qualified students whatever their 
race, religion or ancestry; that is 
the reasonable way, the economical 
way, the American way, the Chris- 


tian way. 





